


BRETHKEN EVANGELI8T. 


THE TEN Ü0MMANDMEHT8. 
(Read at the Belhel S. S. at Ziontown, Obio. 
by Obed L. Helser.) 

In writing these commandments, God, 
the creator of ihe universe, is the inspired 
wríter. In giving thesc ten command- 
ments, he speaks very plainly and dis- 
ti ne Uy so as to be understood by the just 
and the unjust. These commandments 
were written on tables of stone. Ood 
gave ihem for us to obey, that we might 
be true to his word, and work outoursoul 
salvation. He saíd, "I am the Lord thy 
God.'" Jehovah, the eternal^ and self- 
existing God. In the first commandment 
God spake these words. "Thou shalt 
ha ve no other Gods befo re me. Here he 
is speakíng to individuals. He warns 
you and me that he is the only true and 
living God, and that none other we 
should worship. How blessed and true 
areliis words that he gives to us. They 
are as a lamp to our feet, in gui<üng us in 
making our choicc of a true and never 
failing Go<I. God is true to all mankind. 
He woulil not have one sinner misdirected 
in seekíng for a trtie and divine father. 

The second commandment is, "Thou 
shalt not make tinto thee any graven iin- 
age," How many to day make a repre- 
sentatíon of God, in order to bow to 
them and worship them. God npeaks to 
us and warns us not to worship a false 
God. If we had morè true Christians to- 
day the false God's wonld not be worship- 
ed to any extent. Let us learn & lesson 
in this. one great com in and ment, and 
cling to a never failing God. One of 
whírh if we ask it shall be given, 

We cannot aff'ml to bow dowu to wor- 
ship a false Gn I. Time is passing and 
eternity is drawing nearer every moment 
of our life. Ancl thisshnrt pcrlod of timc 
should be spent in worshiping a trne God. 
Thethird comuiaudment is, "Thou shalt 
not take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain." Mere is a command thai is dis- 
obeyed hy many. We need but step ont 
on the slrcets of our cities and hear nien 
and women take the name of God in valn. 
And on our públic highways we can hear 
them blasphemu Üte name of (]<>ú. liut 
those who do this will be held accounta- 
ble before a truc and just God. This has 
become a commou thing to many of the 
people to-day. They do not realize what 
great sin they are rommitting. 

The fourlh commandment is, "Reinein- 
ber the Sabbath day to keep it holy." The 
word remembèr implies an cstahlished 
fact that we should not forget that God 
has given us a day of rest. Ami this we 
are to keep holy. Not go ami commit 
some wrong deed and lead others farlher 
away from God, bul attend our Sabbath 


schools, and preaching, and try to li ve a 
fit subject for Christ's kingdom. 

The fifth commandment is, "Honor thy 
father and thy mother." Here implies 
another great command to honor our 
father and mother. Treat them with 
reverence ; cause them to live closer to 
our divine Father ; help them in the du- 
tiesof life; not provoke them bydoing many 
things against their advice. Too often is 
a child disobedient to its father and 
mother, thinking that it knows best what 
to do. Here is where many children 
commit a great sin in breaking this com- 
mand by not honoring their father and 
mother. We al so ha ve the pro ni i se that 
our days will be long upon the land that 
the Lord our God givetli. Let us give 
reverence to our father and mother, and 
help them to overcome the trials of life. 
Hy so doing we can be sttre of winning 
their Wve and obeying this blessed com- 
mand. 

In the sixlh commandment we have 
these words, "Thou shalt not kill." This 
command implies to you and me that this 
we must not do, take the life of our 
fcllowmen. Often we are provoked and 
become angry. Our anger borns within 
us and we feel that we could take the life 
of some person, yet God warns us thatwe 
must not kill. And if we do not obey, we 
are in clan gir of jud^ment. To-day our 
penitenliaríes are filled with nien and wo- 
men, What has brought them there ? A 
great many of them arc brought there just 
for one aingle word "murder," There is 
a day fast approaching when those who 
have commilted murder must answer be- 
fore God for this deed. But then it will 
be forever too late. 

The sevenlh commandment is, "Thou 
shalt not commit adultry." This com- 
mand isdisobeyed many times. Allhongh 
God with his all seeing eye points out 
each individual who iramples his com- 
mands under foot. 

l'he eighih commandment is, "Thou 
shalt not steal." How often we are led 
to do this act, which hrings us into shame 
and disgrace. We at many times imag- 
ine that it is not wrong to steal small 
things. Yet here we are breaking this 
command. We ought to be nio re carcful 
and not become enticed tothislmv, mcan, 
and disgrarefnl work. If we live nearer 
to God h<" will give us all the necessitics 
of life that we may not break his com- 
mand. Let us become willing active 
workers in his vineyard, and he will pro- 
vide for all of our wants. 

In the ninth commandment arc thesc 
words, "Thou shalt not bcar false wit- 
ness against thy neighbor." We find in 
this command that ildeuiands truthfulness 


under all ei reu matances. It forbids the 
worst form of lyíng. We also find this to 
be a summons to hold in sacred regard 
the personal repntation of every child of 
God. So many times we are enticed to 
bear false witness against our neighbor. 
We go and teli others that our neighbor 
did this and that. Yet it is a falsehood. 
God does not want us to engage in this 
sinfid work. He will forgive man many 
times, bul if we carry this on to a great 
extent he will think we are not trying to 
obey his work. Let us put away all lying 
and not let it again be uttered by any of us. 
We find in the tenth commandment 
these words, "Thou shalt not covet." 
Covetousness is a strong or inordinate de- 
si re to posses. It lies in the deplh of the 
heart and mind, and from it comes great 
sin. So let us not covet our neighbor's 
house. In summing'up these command- 
ments we have summed up the whole duty 
of man. Not only his duty to God but to 
his fellowmen. Now as we have these 
commandments before us, let us love his 
word, obey his divine precepts, and he 
will bless us abundantly as his dear chil- 
dren. We all must acknowledge that we 
have broken thesc commandments, and 
are sinful creatures before God. Let us 
put our trust in Gdd, andeonfessour sins; 
be eo-lahorers in his vineyard ; show to 
fallen humanity their lost condílion, and 
try to live wholly consecrated lives. By 
so doing we have the promise of a just 
God that we can inherita home where the 
redeemed forever give praises unto (ïod. 


BEFRESHING SHOWERS. 

VV. C. PERRV. 

Middle Indiana is rejoícing over re- 
cent rains. In five days this week, we 
have had four good rains and the pros- 
pects for morè are very favorable. These 
rains are of nntold value to the people of 
Indiana. Corn, poiatoes, some other 
vegetables, and grass, all will be saved 
from dronght. How good ! Trulv these 
showers of rain are expressions of God's 
gnodness, and should be considered as 
"showers of blessing," He had not for- 
gotten his people. When our hearts be- 
gan to fail us in long dry weather and we 
almost murmured against Hint, Hewas as 
good unto us and as near us as now when 
the showers are here. But then, we could 
not always believe it. 

We walk in our relalion to God so mnch 
by sight and therefo'e, when we can not 
always see God's blessings with our nat- 
ural eye, we fear and become impatient 
toward Hi ni. 

Three things, aftcr rereiving the benc- 
fits of these refreshiitg showers, we should 
do. 


